
How to Make a
Basic Box



Basic boxes have become very common in various houses and homes 
as people use them for different purposes. For example, homeowners 
can use them as handmade pen pouches or cases and even gifts to their 
relatives and friends. Due to the increase in demand, many people try to 
make the best and attractive designs for these boxes. You can easily 
make these boxes with available materials like plywood and even 
timber from your previous projects. 

When using high-quality timber and a modern design, this box can 
provide the appropriate elegance and functionality in your homes. Read 
through the article to identify all the materials, equipment, and the 
essential steps on how to make a basic box. 

• Shelving boards.

• Small nails 

• Wood glue

• Timber (plywood 15mm * 3mm)

Tools you need

• Saw

• Hammer

• Drill 

• Small drill bit

2

Materials required 

 



Before you start making a basic box, it’ll be important to draw and plan 
the design you want for the particular box. It’s an important step that 
prevents you from making annoying mistakes while assembling the 
box. In addition, it’ll be necessary to choose the appropriate material, 
which is vital in producing a quality product such as plywood. 

The appropriate size of the wood will vary with the size and design of 
your box; thus, choose the appropriate size of your wood. Then, select 
the best design you need for this box from the available options. 
Then have your drawings on the CAD program, trying out the different 
combinations, corners, and designs for your box. Finally, ensure you 
have a 3D drawing to provide the best picture of what you’re looking 
for.

After getting the most appropriate design, you can now proceed ahead 
to prepare the timber for your project. Using a saw blade, cut the 
plywood into the proper dimensions depending on the size and design 
of your basic box. Ensure you’re making straight lines to achieve 
uniform sides and perfect shapes when you’re assembling your 
materials. Most experts advise using the proper aligning board tools or 
a saw table to cut your plywood effectively. 

Most basic boxes have five parts, which have different dimensions that 
you should consider when cutting the materials. The standard 
dimensions for these parts include:
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Step 1. Drawing and planning 

Step 2. Preparation of the woods

 



• One bottom plate - measuring 15.82’’ * 8.03’’ * 0.59’’

• Two front and back plates - measuring 6.69’’ * 0.03’’ * 0.59’’ each

• Two side plates - measuring 17.00’’ * 6.69’’ * 0.12 each.

It’s essential to make the perfect cutting according to the dimensions 
you want for your basic box. The accuracy is essential to make it easy 
for you during the assembling process and achieve your box’s perfect 
shape.

After getting the appropriate materials and dimensions from your box, 
you’ll have to follow the appropriate steps to assembling all the parts. 
Below is the perfect procedure for assembling the different parts of 
your basic box.

Fixing the back and front sides of the box is the first important step 
when assembling your simple box. Ensure you fix the box’s front and 
back on the bottom plate of the box. You can use the plan you had in the 
first step to guide you when positioning and placing your sides. The 
right measurement should be at least 7.5 mm from the box’s lower 
edge. 

During the assembling process, it’ll be essential to drill pilot holes. The 
pilot holes will be necessary for holding the box together as you’ll use 
nails and glue to hold the sides of the boxes together. In addition, the 
pilot holes will also reduce the chances of splitting the plywood when 
hitting the nails into the wood. 
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Step 3. Assembling your box 

The front and backside

 



When going through the steps on how to make a basic box, assembling 
the sides usually seems a challenging step in the procedure due to the 
need for more accuracy. Nevertheless, you can easily achieve the 
assembling after getting the side plates into their appropriate position. 
Next, you’ll need wood glue for assembling the sides of the box on the 
front and back sides.

Gently apply enough glue on all the box’s sides, starting from the front 
to the bottom. After applying the glue, align all the edges, then press 
down the box’s side plate until you’ve aligned it correctly. When you 
achieve the perfect position for the side plate, you can drill more pilot 
holes for your nails. 

When nailing, you can use up to 11 nails on the sides, 3 in the front, five 
nails on the bottom side, and at the back, you can have three nails. Then 
repeat the procedure on the other side to achieve a uniform design, and 
after nailing all the sides, your box will be ready for use. 

If you notice any cracking or holes on the plywood after hammering the 
nails, it’ll be necessary to repair them before using them. Use the vise or 
clamp to hold the box while trying to fill the cracks with glue. 
Additionally, if you got it wrong with the nailing, like if it went through 
the wood wrongly, you can pull it out gently. After pulling it out, you’ll 
have to drill another pilot hole inside the existing hole. 

While drilling the hole, ensure you do the process carefully to prevent 
the tiny drill bit from breaking. Then hammer a new nail in the pilot hole 
correctly.
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Assembling the sides 
 



• Shelving boards.

• Small nails 

• Wood glue

• Timber (plywood 15mm * 3mm)

Tools you need

• Saw

• Hammer

• Drill 

• Small drill bit

Basic boxes offer the perfect representation of homemade pen cases or 
pouches and even gifts for most individuals, especially furniture 
enthusiasts. If you get the appropriate timber or collect valuable cut-offs 
from wood or other projects, you can creatively create a unique and 
attractive basic box. The above details provide the perfect information 
stepwise on how to make a basic box. 

Therefore, if you follow the steps strictly, you’ll achieve the best and 
appropriate basic box that suits your needs or one that can stand out 
among the other boxes in the market.
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Conclusion
 


